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The Chesapeake and New England Colonies
Compare the New England and Chesapeake Colonies of England. Why did they have different social, economic, and religious characteristics? What things did they have in common?
Between the 16th and 17th century, a number of the European states were so keen to keep on in their current state of colonizing various nations within the newly found Americans. England is one particular European state that had a clearly mapped out strategy and so clearly sent out numerous groups to a number of eastern coast parts especially New England and Chesapeake. The colonies in the new world appeared totally different. In addition, the prospect of any unity between them appeared impossible. The colonies in New England and the Chesapeake demonstrate the numerous differences in the traditions and living standards of the settlers, formed essentially because of the difference in the objectives held by their when they came to the New World. The two colonies, New England and Chesapeake were settled by immigrants from England. Although this was an area flourishing with small towns that they had generally liked, they decided to flee England due to religious persecution. Many families came in search of a New World where they could perform their beliefs freely. Their lives were based more on their material items than on God or family (Arieli, pg. 30). The Englanders who saw the opportunity to take advantage of the popularity of a brand new crop they had discovered settled the Chesapeake area. They were mainly men of rich families wanting to come to the New World for gold. These colonists did not escape England to look for religious or social freedom, however clearly merely to add more riches. From the onset, the two countries were unique and had their own unique identities. England decided to colonize them at that time actually due to the differences that existed between the two states. These two regions of the New England colonies and the Chesapeake colonies did in truth share the common fact that their settlers were all of English origin. However when they first set sail, even before they reached the New World, they started to separate into two distinctly diverse societies. 
Religion as well formed a main difference between the Chesapeake and New England settlers in America.  Most of the New Englanders majorly composed of the Puritan Separatists who were in the quest for religion freedom. This came at a time when the Church of England in fact alienated from the Catholicism which was the major religion at that time. As a result, the major religion of this land was generally composed of Protestantism. It should, however, be noted that a given group with the protestants essentially wanted a total separation from Catholicism. As a result, they established the Anglican Church, which became a reality in late 1600’s. The religious tone of the region was low as a lot of people were not interested in the England church. On the other hand, the New Englander had claims that they were in fact godlier in comparison to any other group of colonialists. This region was mostly composed of a section of settlers who were escaping persecution due to their religious faith (Nelson, pg. 60). As a result, the region became extremely religious-based and actually had claims that they were far more godly than all other colonists. There were several economic differences between the New England colonies and the Chesapeake colonies such as New England economic products were diverse while the Chesapeake economic depended heavily on one single product. The products of the two regions were as a result of the regions weather and soil condition. The Chesapeake regions had a mile climate and fertile soil, which allowed the people to farm. On the other hand, the climate of the New England was colder than the Chesapeake and the soil was rockier, therefore inappropriate for farming. This condition of the New England regions led to a diversity of their economic products.
Social composition between Chesapeake and New England settlers was also different. As a matter of fact, Chesapeake region was emphatically set apart for male settlement which was first composed of businessmen as well as adventure seekers. Later on, there was the introduction of the indentured slaves and servants who were in fact prepared to seek opportunity for work in the new country. Diseases and difficulty of work due to the conditions in the place at that time actually led to most of them being extensively spread in the entire region. As a result, their life expectancy levels reduced as compared to their New England counterparts. In addition, the disease and the difficult labor conditions made the families to stay apart in the search for better environment free from sickness. This led to so much instability in the region in terms of social organization. In conclusion, it is important to note that in as much as both Chesapeake and New England settlers had a common goal of looking for better lands which could provide them with more economic, social and religious freedom, there were several differences that actually existed between them (Boyer, pg. 90). The differences were majorly in terms of religion whereby the colonialists had different spiritual needs and agenda in the lands in which they settled; social composition whereby both Chesapeake and New England colonial settlers had diverse social needs, challenges which influenced their prosperity and religious practice in their lands of settlement; economic achievements were also different as the level of their economic growth differed majorly due to the extent of trading activities as well as availability of market for their commodities. It can therefore be said that New England and Chesapeake were similar in terms of their mission but different in terms of activities that they were involved with in their settlement land.  
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